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Cal Shakes’ new season opens May 22

By Sophie Braccini non-Shakespeare authors:a  experience to a non-
theatrical vision that shares  traditional audience.
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Eric Ting and his team offer ~ thing that he is very sensi-
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Odyssey” in the previous human society and the
season, are written by con-  (im)possibility to do good, a
temporary playwrights, em- ~ complex and timely
bracing our reality with question. '
timeless themes. “House of Joy,” the third
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that of a theater, not a mu-
seum. “We have to reinvent
things and build bridges, we
give this timeless work to be
heard through contempo-
rary ears,” he says. For
himself, he adds that he gets
to revisit these stories at
different points of his life,
and they hold a different
meaning each time.

“A Midsummer Night’s
Dream” opens the season as
a conversation with the
natural world. Ting says
that Tyne Rafaeli’s direction
is thought with contempo-
rary audiences in mind,
emphasizing the humor and
wit of the play where young
lovers lost in the woods are
confronted with an upside
down world. Ting says that
the first Shakespeare play
he saw was “A Midsummer
Night’s Dream,” and his first
Shakespearean role was
Bottom. As the team under
his direction composed the
program for this season, the
“Dream” came as an obvi-
ous choice because of the
gender and nature themes

takes place in a harem in
India in the 17th century; in
the words of Ting it is “a
company of women kicking
ass.” Tension is created be-
tween what is supposed to
be a perfect paradise world
inside the harem and the
world outside. The central
character is a female guard,
who understands what her
role and responsibilities are
to her sisters, but there are
choices to be made. This is
the third play by a female
playwright that Cal Shakes
has produced.

The last play is “Mac-
beth,” with a Filipino-
American director from the
Bay Area, Victor Malana
Maog. Ting says that “Mac-
beth” was chosen as one of
Shakespeare’s plays where
strong women are cele-
brated. It is also a conversa-
tion about the consequences
of our actions, and the af-
termath of desire; Ting adds
that the play also sheds light
on what celebrity does to
one person.

This season is Ting’s

in the beloved play. third full season as execu-
Szechwan” will be the first learned English as a second
Bertolt Brecht play per- language, Shakespeare is

formed at Cal Shakes. It will
be directed by Ting, who
says that Brecht exemplifies
what he is looking for in

about the discovery of lan-
guage and poetry. He has
made central to the mission
of the company to bring this

2019 SEASON

A Midsummer
Night's Dream

by William Shakospoaro

Puant Clasie WRALD FREMERE
House of Joy
by Madhuri Shakar

o

The Good Person

of Szechwan
by Boertolt Brecht

Macheth

by William Shakaspoars
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(925) 884-2360

833-WE-ORTHO

WALK IN URGENT CARE: MON-FRI 11:30-7:30 & Sat 9-2 ¢ 3315 BROADWAY, OAKLAND
833-WE-ORTHO (833-936-7846) ® www.WebsterOrthoNow.com

Get your bounce back!

Find relief from chronic back pain.

Ronnie Mimran, MD

Minimally Invasive Spine Surgery
Patients Choice Award Winner
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